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Appl. No.: 10/086,238 

Reply to Office Action of: 2/3/04 

In the Specification: 

Please delete the paragraph beginning on page 8, line 33 and ending on page 9, line 3: 

In another embodiment, th e vitreous contain e r depicted in Figure 2 is replaced by a 
bulb shap e d fus e d silica tub e . Th e tub e is fill e d with soot, or a mixtur e of soot and cull e t A 
vacuum is th e n appli e d to th e fus e d silica tub e . Subs e qu e ntly, th e fus e d silica tube is h e at e d 
to a temp e rature of 1700° C to obtain a donsificd glass body. 
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